SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
Party. The Palace of Pioneers is a large building
devoted entirely to the hobbies and interests of
children. Any Pioneer may spend his or her spare time
in the libraries and workshops of the Palace, entirely
without payment of any kind. In the Palace at
Stalingrad I wandered from room to room, watching
groups of children devoting themselves to thek
various interests. A room full of little girls em-
broidering captured my attention. The gkls flocked
around me and showed me thek work, embroidered
pictures of houses, trees, aeroplanes, a huge bust of
Stalin, a ship and some animals. Another room was
full of small boys at benches, making toy aeroplanes
with plywood, wire, glue and fretsaws. The youngster
in charge (the palaces are almost entirely managed by
the children themselves) explained that anybody in the
town, on becoming a Pioneer, could use this room and
the tools in it if he did good hobby work at school.
The boys received a lecture once a week by an expert
on aeronautics, who guided the childish enthusiasm of
the boys, not merely into constructive toy-making, but
according to the real principles of flight. The little
aeroplanes were not merely toys; they were actual
models. In two more rooms there were wkeless sets of
every description^ and both boys and girls were
studying them. A ginger-haked boy in charge
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